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SELECTIONS 


. FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINOES, 
OUDH, CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR. 


Received up to 12th August, 1880. 


POLITICAL. 


Tax Oudh Akhbdr of the 10th August states that, although 
there were other rightful heirs to the 
throne of Kabul, the Government has 
bestowed the Amirship upon Abdul Rahman. The pub- 
lic has been expressing doubts and suspicions about his 
loyalty, but still the Government has adhered to its promise 
and appointed him Amir. It now behoves him to give a prac- 
tical proof of his loyalty in order to remove the doubts which 
exist in the public mind. Ayub Khan may be rightly eonsi- 
dered to be a greater enemy of Abdul Rahman than of 
the Government, because, besides being a pretender to the 
throne, he has invaded Kandahar, which cannot but affect 
the peace of the whole of Afghanistan. Although we are 
strong enough to punish Ayub Than, we hope. Abdul 
Rahman will not lose this opportunity of evincing his loy alty 
by offering assistance to us. When we had red 80 ms 0 

the telegram of the 6th Au a 
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to start from Kabul under Sir Frederick Roberts and ta 
also promised to send the son of Mulla Mushki Alam with the 
expedition. It isa great thing that he has won him over 
to his side, because only the other day his father was a rebel 
leader and preached a jihad against us. It is hoped that 
the presence of Mushki Alam's son in the British 1 will 
un a good effect upon the Afghans. a 


The Urdu Akhbdér (Akola) of the 81st July states that 
Abdul Rahman Khan has been pro- 
clamed Amir, but nothing has yet 
been said by the Government as to the establishment of. 
British envoy at Kabul. It will be remembered that the re- 
fusal of Sher Ali to receive our envoy was the cause of the 
war, and the murder of our envoy by tle’ Afghans necessitated 
the despatch of a second expedition to avenge it. If the 
Government has given up the idea of permanently | logating 
an ambassador at the Afghan capital, which was the avowed 
object of the war, what will be thought of the whole affair? 
The events of the late war of 1875 8-80 n . . 
those of 1839-40. : nies 


The Mar Afshdn of the 5th August briefly refersth the intar 
views which took place between Abdel 
Rahman and Mr. Lepel Griffin on’ the 
ist July and the Ist August, and remarks that an intervis 
on the following day ‘was prevented by the turbulent i ien 
of Abdul Rahman. It is obvious that he has little or no oot 
trol over his Turkestani troops, and that they are opr sed be 
the existence of friendly feeling between him and e r in 
Government. Musa Khan and Ayub Khan assert the ro 
claims to the throne. ‘The latter is marching owards Kapes- 
har and has defeated General Burrows. Under! these one n 
stances we do not see the wisdom of bestowing the Mi 

upon Abdul Rahman. The Government has be 
in appointing bim Amir. It is difflotilt ain dall lize Bb 
will be abl to establish peace and order in 1 eal — ry nn 


Afghan affairs. 
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his own troops do not obey him. On the other hand, if 


the Government now refuses to place him on the throne, be . 


will become an enemy. The Government is now in a very 
delicate position, and unfortunately the cold weather is fast 


approaching. 


The Lawrence Gatette of the oth en in Freed to the: 
0 defeat of General Burrows at Khushk- 


The same. 


i-Nakhud, remarks that the secret 
enmity of Sher Ali, the Wali of Kandahar, is the cause of the 


disaster. In the first place, Sher Ali did not give correct infor- 
mation to the British officers about the numerical strength of 
Ayub Khan’s army. Secondly, if he did not trust his troops, 
he should not have sent them with General Burrows to en- 
counter the enemy. Their desertion greatly discouraged 
the British troops. Thirdly, the Wali should have ussisbed 
General Burrows in selecting a position for his troops. 
Khushk-i-Nakhud was certainly not a good place. The 
troops suffered severely from the scarcity of water at that 
place. We are disposed to fancy that the secret object 


of Sker Ali was that Ayub Khan might defeat General 


Burrows, in order that the Afghan military: prestige, which 


has considerably suffered during the late campaign, might 


be retrieved to some extent. To our thinking Sher Ali should 
be deposed, and Prince Abul Qasim, Risaldat’ ‘Major, who 
belongs to the Sadozai family and lives at Ludhiana, should 
be appointed Wali in his place, The appointment of Pringe 
Abul Qasim recommends itself on several grounds 4 et 
the inhubitants of the province of Kandahae have OGL 
oppressed by the rulers of the, Barakaai faz ily, and th refor 


. ie 


they hate that family, as is evident from. the warm ¥ el! 


they acoorded to the British. troops. But they a 
disposed towards the Sadozai family... Itjar rumoured. ha t they 
once expressed their opinion to Sir Don ald Stewart in favour 
of the restoration of Badass 1 8 ee we 3 ea 


bi dine EA 


well 
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therefore there is rdasou to think that they would be highly 


satisfied with the appointment of Prince Abdul Qasim; who is 


a member of their family, as their Wali. Thirdly; be is loy- 
ally attached to the British Government. Although the State 
pension which be received was quite sufficient for his support, 
he entered the public service and rendered important services 
to the Government. There is no doubt that he is quite 
capable of ruling. He isan able man and has received his 
military training under British officers ;. moreover, he is well 
acquainted with the thoughts and feelings 1 * ee i 


The Panjab-i- Akhbde of the 7th August, referring. to 
General Burrows’ defeat at Khuskh-i- 


Nakhud, remarks that as soon as 
negotiations with Abdul Rahman Khan have come to a 
successful issue, Ayub Khan has created fresh, difficulties in 
Kandahar. Had not an old enmity existed between Abuul 
Rahman and Ayub Khan, there would be strong reason to 
suspect that the latter attacked Kandahar at the instigatic 
of the former. It will be reme.nbered that in 1868 Abdul 
Rahman once shut up the late Amir Sher. Ali in Herat, and 
placed his own father, Afzal Khan, on the throne, Bhi or 4 Ji 
regained possession of his kingdom with great dit culty. 
Now that Abdul Rahman has been appointed. Amir of 1 
Ayub han has naturally been induced to try ta, 9 aogu re 
possession of Herat and Kandahar and to establish fie 
kingdom. But obviously he will not succeed, Sele omg he 
will be imprisoned by British troops or will have 
refuge inflight, The question is, what will the Government 
of India now do with Herat. The Goverament will rrobably 
annex Herat, as it has done Kandahar. Batt this poliey,wonk 
be objectionable on several grounds : :—Fi drt, the anni nner ion 
of Herat would afford Russia a pretext for interfer fer’ i g in the 
affairs of Afghanistan. Secondly, Abdul Rahman ‘would, be 
displeased at the annexation of Herat, because ye Das. be been 
appointed Amir of the whole of Afghanistan ‘minus f 25 a nd phi 4 
and Kurram. Moreover, it should be observed hat 0e 
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thé conditions on which the Government has bestowed the 
Amirship upon him is that he will not allow any foreign 
power to interfere in the affairs of the country; but if large 
provinces like Kandahar and Herat be taken out of his hands, 
he would be reduced to the position of a petty chief and would 
not be strong enough to resist foreign aggression. Under 
these circuinstances, the best policy would be to conquer Herat 
and then to make it over to him. The Government should 
issue a proclamation to this effect before sending an expedition 
against Herat, in order that the Heratis may be convinced that 
the Government does not intend to annex the province and 
may not offer any resistance to our troops. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 

A correspondent of the Aftdb-i- Panjab of the 6th August, 
referring to the case of Munshi In- 
darman of Moradabad, who has been 
fined Rs. 500 by the Magistrate, while 
the books, namely the Samsim-i-Hind and the Humla-i- Hind, 
which he published against the Muhammadan religion, have 
been confiscated, remarks that fall enquiries were not made 
into the case by the Magistrate. A Musalman officer was 
appointed to report on the books, but obviously this should 
not have been done. His report was unfavourable, as could 
naturally be expected, and the Magistrate was deceived by i it. 
It should be observed that the books in question are no “new 
books. They were written by Indarman | many years ago in 
reply to those obscene books which bad been published by 
the Musalmans against the Hindu reli gion, and have already 
gone through several editions. It B unjust that Indarman 
should be fined when the Musalman authors of the Tohfat-ul- 
_ Hind, the Khilat-ul-Hind, the psy sags li the Ha ud wil 
wr he, the Katha Saloi, &e., have n not hee: id 
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committed in the Mvsore palace. It appears that when the 
late Maharaja of Mysore died, Major Elliot, assisted by 
Mr. Rungacharloo, a Madras officer, was entrusted. with the 
duty of taking an inventory of the personal property of the. 
deceased, amongst which jewels to the value of over 
Kis. 3,500,000 formed an important part. Mr. Elliot took 
a complete inventory and forwarded it to Mr. Bowring, the 
then Chief Commissioner of Mysore, who forwarded a report 
on the subject to the Government of India in 1872, Sir 
Richard Meade, on being appointed Chief Commissioner, 
examined the jewels, and in 1874 ordered a judicial enquiry 
to be made with regard to two cases of burglary alleged t¢ 
have taken place in the jewel-room. No further notice seems 
to have been taken of the matter until the appointment of 
Mr. C. B. Saunders as Chief Commissioner, who selected 
some jewels from the list prepared by Major Elliot for pre- 
sentation to the bride of the Maharaja’s brother. One of 
the jewels, being produced, was found not to correspond 
with the description given in the list, being of consider- 
ably less value than what is mentioned in the inventory. It 
is strange that, when the jewels were examined in 1872, 
several discrepancies had appeared, but they were never 
reported to Government. Such are the brief facts of the 
case, and we hope a searching enquiry will be made into the 
matter, as it reflects great discredit on our Government, who 
held the State in trust for the Maharaja.“ Ae eee 


The Dubér-i-Hind (Allahabad) of the 7th August e 

The Tahsildar of Allah- b Lord 
Nr the substance of the paper rea d by L. atid 
Stanley at the meeting of the Faß 


4 


Hind. 
Indian Association, London, on the 16th June Iai 
trates the truth of his remarks by its own case. Beran ie 
paper publishes a complaint against any district offi : 8 r aul at ae 92 * 
Local Government calls for an explanation from nee BY 
that the complaint is false and the Government. is f atis 
Sometimes he is even permitted to prosecute the Aish: 
defamation, and he himself or one of his subor dinat 2 o offer 


( SBE ) 


has to decide the case. Under such circumstances. it is im- 
possible that the editor should escape scot-free. As we have 
been exposing the oppression of the native officers at Allahabad, 

we have incurred their displeasure. In order to avenge them- 
selves and to stop the publication of our paper, if possible, 
they told Abdulla Khan, the tahsildar of Allahabad, that we 
had published false complaints against him and induced him 
to pick a quarrel with us. It should be remembored that 
the tahsildar is a great favourite of the Collector, because he 
is a protégé of the Commissioner, and the Commissioner is a 
near relative of the Chief Secretary to the Local Government. 
The tahsildar came to our press on the 24th March and 
threatened us. When we referred to this matter in our paper, 
the Local Government called for an explanation from the 
Collector. He replied that the complaint was false, and 
asked for permission, on behalf of the tahsildar, to prosecute 
us for defamation. The permission has been granted. If the 
tahsildar prosecuted us, it is idle to conceive that the Magis- 
trate, who would decide the suit, would do us justice. 


The same paper publishes another article, headed by a 

Persian verse, taken from the Gults- 
tan, which means O oppressor of the 
weak, how long will you be able to practice oppression ?” We 
have heard that one Ahmed. Ali instituted a suit in a coyrt 
against some chaprasis of the District Judge's Court i in 1866 or 
1877 (sic), but no vakil would. plead for bite | in court through 
fear of the chaprasis. On this he submitted a petition to the 
High Court, asking for the transfer of his. case to another 
court, and this was done by the High Court. We are at pre- 
sent exposed to the same difficulty. All the pleaders hesitate 
to take up our ease through foar of the officers, If this i is ‘the 
case with the pleaders, no man will evidently. have the 
courage to give evidence through hel of the officers. Af 
this is the state of things, how will Bri 
popular and how will peace and pride ér | 
country? ‘The’ officers bring false cha 
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throu gh enmity, which produces great excitement in the minds 
of the latter. The Government and the High Court should 
see to this. It should be — that a cat forced to 
bay attacks a dog. 


The Bhdrat-Bandhu of the 6th August, ‘hart to the 


The case of George Case of George Nairns, a European 
Nairns, Calcutta. sailor who lately murdered a police 
constable at Calcutta, and has been hanged by order of the 


High Court, remarks that ignorant people are much surprised. 


They say that they hitherto never heard of a European being 
hanged. Some persons say that George Nairns was a native 
of Austria or some other country, but not of England. If 
they mean that had he been an Englishman ‘he would not 
have been hanged, they are mistaken. The British Govern- 
ment dispenses impartial justice, and this is the secret of its 


popularity. 


The Urdu Akhbdér (Akola) of the 7th August urges the 
The establishment of establishment of Munsifs Courts in 
Munsifs’ Courts, Berar. Berar. 
POST-OFFICE. : : 
The Mihir-i-Nimroz (Bijnor) of the 7th 1 states 
Postal arrangements, that letters addressed to Bijnor from 
meet Oudh and those towns in the North- 
Western Provinces which are situated near the Oudh and 
Rohilkband Railway go to Bijnor vid Moradabad, while those 
from the Paujab and other provinces are sent to Bijuor vid 
Muzaffarnagar. If the Muzaffarnagar route were abandone 
and all letters were sent vid Moradabad, several ad ran tage 
would be obtained. First, the Muzaffarnagar mail has ¢ 
cross the Ganges. During the rains the b of te te i 


in a 93 Sometimes the mail is anavoidabiy d pe? elaye ye" hes hes 
the ferry, and therefore does not reach B . or att hese: —_ 
time. Only two or three weeks ago the mail, w ) bic ne ages 
to have arrived here at 7 4. M., arrived 13° hours: pe: at 
9 r. u. Moreover, the Muzaffaraagar mail rane th 9 risk: 
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being sunk in the river during the rains. But the Morad- 
abad routs is free from these objections, as there is no river 
between that place and Bijnor. Secondly, an annual saving 
of nearly Rs. 400 would be effected by the dismissal of the 
eight postal messengers who ply between Muzaffarnagar and 
Bijoor. The mail addressed to Bijnor should be sent first to 
Aligarh, thence to Moradabad, and thence to Bijnor. It will 
take exactly the same time in reaching ite destination by 
Moradabad as it does by Muzaffarnagar. The time for the 
despatch of the mail from Moradabad to Bijnor will have to 
be changed from 7 P. M. to 11 r. u. to suit the proposed 
arrangement, 


1 


RAILWAY. 


The Oudh Ahr of the 7th August urges that a female 
. ticket eollector should be appointed 
and bhistis at railway at each large railway station on the 
weenie, East Indian and other railways, as 
bas already been * on the Oudh and Robilkhand Railway, 
to look after the convenience and comfort of the parddnashin 
female passengers, As there is generally a great rush of 
passengers at each station, it is very difficult for a parddnashtn 
woman to obtain a ticket and to secure a seat in the rail 
carriage, if she has no male relative or servant to assist her. 
The writer also urges that a separate bhisti ‘should be ap- 
pointed at each railway station to supply water to European 
passengers. At present there are on one: Hindu valor- 
carrier and one bhisti at each ‘sta 
sufficient for the requiretnents , especially at the small stations 
where the train halts only for a few minutes. The bhisti 
first attends to the wants of the ge yeans „d by the tims 


to the religions ri ld of’ th 5 that the same 
wan should sapply water both to * ‘sn bs bee 
Sometimes even the. Hin du i e or ih eee eer 
supply water to the Europeans, whic 
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able. In order to put a stop to the evil à separate bitt 
should be appointed at each station for the Europeans. 


The Vrit Dhdrd of the 2nd August, on the authori ity of 
The Neemuch State Rail. the Ratna Prakash, states that only 
way. two passenger trains run along the 
Neemuch State Railway, one from each end, during the whole 
day and night. The result is that the carriages are general 
ly overcrowded, and some lower class passengers have often 
to be provided with seats in the higher class carriages, to the 
great inconvenience of the higher class passengers. In order 
to put a stop to this evil, either four trains should be run 
each day, or the number of carriages in each train should be 
increased. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Nasim-i-Agra of the 10th August, in its local news 
The Inte examination of Column, states that the examination 
manungos, Agra. of kanungos was held at the Agra 
College by Mr. Wright. The examination commenced on the 
26th July and ended on the 28th idem. The number of 


candidates was so large that they had to be seated near each 


ether, aud therefore the examination cannot be fully trusted. 
It is rumoured that same candidates had clandes ine 
obtained the questions before the examination was held. 
On the 29th J uly the Magistrate’s court was crowded by the 
candidates. Two candidates were placed under custody. fo 
some time, and one was ordered to be flogged. He was taken 
to the room in which he was to be flogged and his clothes 
were removed from his body, but in the meantime. the, wat 
and cries of his relatives induced the Magistrate to forgive 
bim. It has not yet transpired what was the fault ol Me 
candidates for which they were sabjected to such, i 8 lig f a4 

The same paper states that a native has been wean 
5 „ wounded by by a bullet shot by a. a i : 0 1 

Tajganj, Agra. 1 5 
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The same paper states that an assessor who was a little 
late in attending the court has been 
fined Re. 50 by the Sessions Judge. 
He can ill afford to pay the fine. He was formerly a police 
constable and his pay was only Rs. 6 or 7. What able men 
have been appointed assessors in Agra! 


The asses 1 Agra. 


The Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 9th August approves 
of the intention of the gentry of 
Amraoti to hold an agricultural exhi- 
bition at that place at the end of the current year with the 
aid of the Government, and urges upon them the importance 
of establishing a museum. 


The Amracti exhibition. 


The Sddig-ul-Akhbdr (Bhawalpur) of the 5th August, in 
The Peki-delam and the regard to the remarks made by the 
Nur. Afshén, Nér-Afshdn about the Pek-i-lelum of 
Constantinople (see page 537 of the Selections from vernacular 
newspapers for 1880), states that the Nér-A/shdn is mistaken. 
To call the Sultan of Turkey Khalifa is not calculated to 
cause disaffection in the minds of the Indian Musalmans 
towards the British Government. The term A laliſa is no 
new title. The Musalmans are accustomed to call Muham- 


madan kings Khalifas. No evil can accrue from the cir- 


culation of the Pek-i-Islém in India. All that it can do 
is that it may succeed in inducing the Musalmans to assist the 
Turks with money in the event of an emergency, as they did 
during the late Russo-Turkish war with the permission of the 
Government. True the editor of the Pek-i-Islam is one 
Nusrat Ali, a native of India, but he is not the same man 
who is the proprietor of the Nusrat-ul-Akkbdr of Delhi. We 
received the Constantinople paper in question when the pro- 
prietor of the Nusrat-ul=Akhbdr was still at Delhi. He at 
present lives with his brother Nasir Ali. Our contemporary 
should never publish erties 34 it has satisfied itself 3.2 
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